
St. Catherine of Siena Parish Council Meeting January 12, 2021 

Opening prayer:  Father Mark Vyverman opened the meeting with a prayer.  Also present, via 
Zoom because of COVID-19 protocol, were Fr. Jeff Hanley, Council President Nate Whitford, 
Paula Hudson, Gracie Kayany, Colleen Semler, Gretchen Merkel and Barb Walters.   

Membership business:  Fr. Mark thanked Nate for his years of      service as president.  A new 
president is needed as Nate’s term is expiring.   

Jim Hoppe’s term on the Finance Council is completed, so the Finance Council will need to 
choose a new representative for the parish council as well as recruit some new members.   

The parish council also needs new members.  Colleen nominated her husband, Dave.  Barbara 
nominated Just Faith graduate and choir member Susan Creager.  Colleen suggested an item be 
published in the Sunday bulletin inviting nominations.   

Parish Updates from Father Mark:   

     Christmas masses in review: The Christmas masses went smoothly, although not 
surprisingly, the numbers and the collections were down compared to last year.  There were no 
problems, unlike parishes that tried using a reservation system only to have some with 
reservations did not show up. The largest Christmas mass was 4 p.m. Christmas Eve, filling to 
socially distanced capacity the church, Marian Hall and gym, with about 20 people overflow.  
The other masses had attendance only slightly larger than an average Sunday mass in this 
COVID-19 era.   

     “Drive-in confessions’’ have been popular, with two to three priests out in the parking lot 
every weekend.  More than forty cars had taken advantage of this service on the weekend 
before Christmas.  This mode of the sacrament will continue until further notice. 

     Current guidelines:  Most parish activities continue to be virtual because of COVID-19.  K of C 
Bingo continues to be closed because of state guidelines and restrictions on attendance.  The 
church is unable to accommodate some of the outside groups that used the buildings before 
the pandemic. Funerals remain an issue because of the restriction that no more than 25 people 
attend.  Some funeral directors are not using the parish for this reason.  Live stream services, 
though, are increasingly accepted, with a recent service drawing thousands of views.  Things are 
not expected to change soon.  Meanwhile there have been no outbreaks related to the parish, 
including funerals; its safety record remains good.   

          Lent and Easter:  Planning is underway for Lent and Easter, with questions still to be 
answered.   



        Parish Finances and staffing:  The new Finance and Human Resources Director, Alan 
DeMars, is a strong addition to the staff, thanks in part to the detailed notes and training 
materials left for him by his predecessor, John Emilio.  Two people remain on furlough and the 
overall staff hours are slightly reduced.  The parish has a reserve account but given the current 
situation full staff hours have not been restored.  Collections are down $100,000 from last year; 
mass attendance is just 16 percent of the parish membership. Nevertheless, the parish is in 
“better shape than when the pandemic began.” Updating the census has aided in that frugality, 
Fr. Mark said.  Meanwhile some staff are rotating their work schedules between home and the 
church, “a new normal” for the parish.  

     Capital Projects:  The roofs have been repaired.  The expenditure was rolled into a loan from 
the diocese at a lower interest rate than otherwise available.  However, the parish still has nine 
years left to pay for the renovation, a significant amount of debt.   

     Insurance inspection:  Storerooms are being cleaned and reorganized after insurance 
inspectors found they were overcrowded and therefore a safety risk.  Broken and unused items 
are being recycled or donated.   

     Inspectors also found safety issues with the playground behind the Stanley Center once used 
by the preschool, which is now closed.  So, with some sadness, the parish has to get rid of it. 

Other items:  Paula reported that the Welcome Committee members had each called several 
new families to welcome them to the parish and to ask how they are doing. She and other 
teachers are also keeping in contact with families through Youth Formation.  The pandemic has 
been a stressful time for families, so it is vital the children keep connected to the Church.  

Next meeting date:  The council set Tuesday, April 13, via Zoom, as its next meeting date.   

Closing Prayer:  Fr.  Jeff prayed we be reminded that “the light of the world has come.” 

 

 


